
Promoting Intercultural dialogue 
with ROMA and non-ROMA children through



About the Art for Roma Children partnership

The Art4Rom Partnership includes both European Roma and non-Roma 
organizations. These organizations, have been sharing their experience and 
skills in art, music and advocacy activities, in order to support the inclusion of 
Roma youth in formal education and to prepare them for success in school, in 
their future work and life. 

The Art4Rom Project is an exceptional educational and human experience.
Mainly because it includes three fundamental aspects of Roma’s idiosyncrasy: 
Culture, Art and Feelings.

Eight European organisations united in their experiences, resources and ideals 
committed to jointly achieve a common objective of social transformation. 
In undertaking this, they were sensitive to the millenarian culture that Roma 
want to preserve and disseminate.

At the same time, we collectively designed an educational methodology.  
The Art4Rom methodology promotes, through culture and art, values of 
dialogue that we consider essential and necessary to strengthen a cohesive 
European citizenship, more supportive and respectful of its enriching diversity. 
In this way, Art, Art with a capital letter, plays an exceptional role. The great 
Spanish poet Federico García Lorca used to say that we, Roma, have art in our 
blood. If the European Union needs ambassadors for its citizenship values no 
one could be a better representative than we Roma.

Roma culture, comprising 10 millions representatives in Europe, constitutes 
without any doubts the most important expression of diversity. We are a 
people who are alive with the flame of feelings. A dramatic feeling when we 
face tragedy and a feeling without borders when we are faced with the joy of 
life. 

Few people have suffered as we, and few people have known, as we, how 
to express their feelings by singing and dancing. And as a Roma, I have to 
acknowledge the collective efforts made by all the protagonists of this European 
experience to educate young people in intercultural dialogue. This helps to lay  
the foundations for a society where our dreams of mutual understanding and 
coexistence among cultures comes true.

Juan de Dios Ramírez Heredia
President of UNION ROMANI 

Art4Rom Contractor 
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Introduction

Every young person in the world deserves a complete and competitive 
education and needs to develop a creative and entrepreneurial attitude. 

As European countries become increasingly diverse, the world more 
interconnected, and the workplaces more creative and innovation-oriented, 
arts education is key to ensuring children’s success in school and in their future 
lives.

The European Union plays an essential role in preserving cultural diversity and 
supporting the conservation of cultural heritages. Indeed, while encouraging 
subsidiarity, it builds its unity on common values, goals and needs. 

The project was inspired by the vision of Lord Menuhin who aimed to give a 
voice to the voiceless through different art forms. The Arts for Roma Children 
(Art4Rom) Partnership has created this project with the aim of increasing 
children’s ability to learn while promoting their access to education and better 
life chances. 
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Project Overview

The Arts for Roma Children Project is designed to foster Roma’s social 
inclusion, by developing an innovative educational methodology based on the 
practice of arts in school and non-school environments. 

The innovation of using arts in education is given by the fact that Art4Rom 
is not looking at the use of the arts as a stand-alone subject. It uses the 
pedagogic advantages and qualities of the arts as a tool for learning other 
curricular subjects. 

For example, by teaching maths with sculpture, science through dance and 
music, history with painting, geography with drama, children will be able to 
better understand the curricular contents. Indeed, arts offer innumerable 
opportunities for empirical, sensory learning, which engages the emotions - 
and which is essential to long-term memory.

At the end of the project lifetime a tested methodology will be available for 
all European teachers to enhance their knowledge and capacity to use arts in 
their daily teaching.

Through Art4Rom’s newly developed methodology, children will become 
aware of their new competences and skills. This will act to widen their range 
of opportunities for future life chances.
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Impact - Art4Rom Data

Being involved in the educational activities developed within the Art4Rom 
project, Roma children have been kept in formal or non-formal educational 
paths. 

Such involvement helped them to acquire and increase the basic life skills 
and competences necessary for their personal development, and promoting 
their empowerment as European citizens. By increasing children’s interest 
and participation in learning activities, the Art4Rom trainers and teachers also 
contributed to preventing early school leaving and harmful consequences. 

Through the dissemination and advocacy activities undertaken, the partnership 
contributed to raising awareness about the importance of “Art” as a social and 
cultural integration tool that is adaptable to Roma culture.

The following measurable results have been achieved: 

Trainings: 6 sessions have been performed; 42 teachers, 38 Roma and 
non-Roma artists, 15 cultural and social operators have been trained.

Piloting: 7 Schools; 5 community centres and 1 cultural association hosted 
the piloting activities.

More than 400 children - 167 in Naples, 80 in Slovakia and 170 in Hungary-    
have been involved. 

More than 3 events have been organised and the partners have attended 
more than 6 events and conferences to present the project. (Please 
contact the project coordinator to receive the full list).
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Project Outcome and Outputs

The Art4Rom approach has stimulated mutual understanding among the 
children taking part in the piloting activities. Through the trainings it has 
enabled teachers and trainers to acquire awareness about Roma culture, 
giving them the tools to work with Roma and non-Roma children. 

The children’s learning has improved their behaviour and increased self-
esteem. Project outputs include numerous educational documents and 
tangible deliverables available on the project website.

a) The Art4Rom Repository
The results of the research concerning the existing practices and materials 
relating to the use of the arts to enhance learning, creativity and inclusion in 
schools, together with the value of Roma culture, has led to the creation of the 
Art4Rom Repository.

b) A Background Report “ Use of individual art forms in children’s education”: 
This report has been created using the results of the research work and the 
Art4Rom partners’ own methodology. 

The background report is a collection of topics and templates useful for 
preparing lesson plans to be used in schools and community centers for 
activities with the children.

c) Delivery of a training course for school teachers, social and cultural operators:
The training course was organized around a typical three days, 20 hour training 
agenda. The course targeted Roma and non-Roma artists, teachers, cultural 
operators and social workers.  

The training sessions included a theoretical session (8 hours) and a practical 
one (12hours). During the theoretical sessions, the participants received 
training on Roma culture and on the different learning approaches using arts 
(how to engage children in curricular subjects through arts). 
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During the practical session the participants were involved in artistic activities.  
In working together the artists benefitted from a valuable exchange of practice 
and culture. 

This approach was then kept as a model to further develop a teaching 
methodology based on intercultural awareness.

d) Teaching tools and Piloting activities  
Teaching contents include several learning topics focused both on Roma 
culture and on universal and/or curricular subjects.

e) Piloting activities
Several piloting activities have been carried out in schools and community 
centers (most of which situated within Roma settlements) for a period of nine 
months. 

During the piloting, the Art4Rom partners have applied their new teaching 
knowledge and expertise. The focus on teaching specific subjects through 
diverse artistic forms and by exploring the power of the arts to enhance the 
learning of curricular subjects and promote social skills and inclusion had a 
number of benefits. The children acquired  new competences. 

f) Selection of case studies Report 
This report integrates the descriptions of the different processes and lessons 
learned throughout the piloting activities in the schools and in the community 
centers. The selected case studies have been used to prepare a significant part 
of the Art4Rom methodology. 

g) The Art4Rom methodology e-Handbook
The Art4Rom methodology is a comprehensive and detailed pedagogic tool 
that serves as guidelines for teachers and cultural operators who are interested 
to use the Art4Rom resources to educate ROMA and non-ROMA children.The 
e-Handbook contains lesson plans that can be replicated to foster integration 
from an early age, favouring personal growth and development, reducing 
school leaving and promoting the Romani culture through art. 
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Project Data
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Action: KA1 Roma multilateral projects 
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